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banquet given to him by the Tientsin Municipality
on the eve of his departure for Moscow. On this
occasion the chairman congratulated the aged Viceroy
on having " successfully weathered the storm of public
opprobrium which is sometimes the statesman?s
greatest honour." As Tientsin was only too familiar
with the real causes of China's lamentable debacle
and Li?s personal responsibility for the rottenness
of the military and naval administration, the com-
munity, in expressing these sentiments, was, con-
sciously or unconsciously, recording its appreciation
of Li as a good sportsman according to his lights*
And Li was greatly pleased by this spontaneous
testimony to his personal qualities, coming at a
time when his administrative capacity had been
weighed in the balance and found wanting.

There was undoubtedly something very impressive
in the aged Viceroy's fortitude in adversity, in the
intelligent and deliberate stoicism that he wore with
such easy grace. It is a virtue which, as the Boxer
insurrection proved, often springs from the good seed
of Confucian philosophy quite independent of the
quality of the soil. As far as Palace and party politics
were concerned, Li knew that without the protecting
favour of the Empress Dowager his great wealth
would be a source of danger to him rather than a
defence. He knew full well her sudden moods of
impulse and suspicion ; and knew also that if ever she
should be led to turn against him, either by the advice
of Prince Tuan or other enemies, his fortune and his
life would be in jeopardy. Yet, knowing these things,
he kept steadfastly on his way, sacrificing nothing
**of**his few fixed principles to popular clamour ot
private intrigue.